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Indiana Town Forty
Five Miles Prom
Chicago Offers
Chance to Evade
Law Regarding
Divorces Crown
Point Is Mecca
for Auto Elopers
Justice Wedded
Pair in Flying
Motor Car

CUPIDS victims
needs run quickly
they do run and

automobile
has come to the front with-

a flash Angry parents are prone
to follow and there is nothing like
the third clutch or top speed of
a big touring car to reach a justice
of the peace or an accomodating
parson in a hurry

In the olden days when gallants
all carried swords and powdered
their hair they eloped on horse
back and held the lady on the crup
per Then they fled in coaches
then the railroad came along and
off they went on that

Chicago keeps moving pretty
fast for fear shell stick in a rut
and become like the effete East and
out there is where the automobile
elopement was invented and has its
being

Just across the line in Indiana is
the town of Crown Point Its dn
ly fortyone miles away just long
enough to get up ones appetite for
little suppers and besides its out
of reach of a law unpopular with
some because it forbids thevjemar
riage of divorced persons until a
year after the decree has been
granted The statute books of In
diana on the other hand can boast
no such prohibition and Crown
Point is glad

Four Auto Elopements
Crowu Point averages four automo-

biles every day that dally drive up
to the court house und drop anehor

while Mushing
and Ute nanly feridegroemstone rush
up tht 8 to the place where
fere having the sale of

Indiana merely writes Its poetry Its
rabies its slang and its plays but its
romance it manufactures For almost
every couple that madly rushes into
Clerk Wheelers office and begs a
marriage jleense hi putting the finish-
Ing Uuehtts on a thrilling story
that is soon to end with the beautiful
words And they lived happily ever
after Not all fur some of these
romances probably only begin at
Crown Point and the big story comes
In attteoctuMit proceedings

Romance Soon In Streets
Son Um s a few ef the pages of

th thrilling romance are unfolded to
the curious gaz of Crown Point
Nooses who the summer after-
noons sitting In the square betting
nickels and cigars whether the next
bride will be a blonde or a brunette
Every now and then part of the ro
mance arrives behind the lovers in the
ekap of a j urutlnp automobile

Thats the trouble with automobiles
theyt go faster than a horse and
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where a train or a eteaniboat cant go
but other automobiles can come
them and bring elopers back

Three hundred and fifty marriage
licenses have been given out in Crown
Point since the first of May this year
Sometimes as many as thirty license
are issued in one day and Justice of
the Peacb George Fisher expects to see
the total mupber of licenses this year
reach 3500 which means 7000
hearts have boon made happy or un
happy And thats going some for a
town of EOOO inhabitants moTuding
men who are poor pohdol ohUdren
and other persons not eligible to mat
rimony

Us Ji

Auto Elopements Quite Correct
Automobile elopomerits are the lat

Gilt fad and quite correct says Jus-
tice of the Peace Fisher and he
knows for ho a job in the office
of the clerk of the court and will
issue you a marriage be-

fore the ink is dry turn and
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Hammond he Issued marriage licenses
there as wet fls at Crawford Point
This was a great boon to elopers

All they had to do was ride
out on the trolley cars to Hammond
get a manse be married and back
again in Chicago in an hour or two

Hammond become the most popular
place fhr hurryup marriages on the
mato Clerk Wheelers aselstantr got

pl
tom
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THRILLING EXPERIENCE OF AEROfrAUl IN CLOUDS DURING S1ORMHEAVYI J

TJBIfJCr an Inspection of troops
1 V th King and Queen of

1 Italy a short time ago a bal
n asoenston took place in

Rome and almost immediately after-
ward whoa the balloon had reached a
height of only about Ijm foot It was
struck by lightning and taking
tire fen to the earth The officer in
charge CKpUln UHvfrlll an engineer

and bulioon expert was so se
riousty injured by the tan of the
basket that be died in a few hours

This was the first time on record
that a free balloon was struck by
lightning Captive balloonr on the
other Mad have occasionally been
known to serve as conductor between
a cumulus aloud and the surface of
the has happened several
tiers Jn Rome

For example en November IT 1801 a
balloon sent up an Monte Mario which
had heist partially hauled down on the
sudden of a storm was

by Wstrlne at height of
about W9 feet The oooupantu a cap
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THE ELOPEMENT WIT
marry you Tbase elepers w e w ffh-

M get mwrrMf 9s-
My in Crown Point oomo own f
fur the ceremony

Of course It isnt everybody ho
can Afford to hire an automobile hut
for these who eaR Its the only way
We have of course a large
who oome down here en the trains
but It is the automobile marriage
license trade which belongs to us ex
elusively that gives our beautiful lit-

tle city Us chief distinction
Crown Point in the natural capital

of automobile elopement land It
the nearest Indiana town to Chicago
where a Ucense can be and
Is the county seat of Lake Bounty-

It is easy to rpn out to Crown Point
either by train or automobile s JLr a
license be married and rt n baeK early
in the cvfcjilae te Chicago

Crown Point Is a hustling plac The
principal Industries are marriage
licenses weddings selling gasoline to
the elopement hauling
elopers to and from trains serving
meals to wedding parties and selling

We Have Just Been Married sou
venir postal cards to blushing brides

Although Crown Point Is an Indiana
town to its great shame and grief it
had no no Hoosier dialect wril
era no historical novelists tit locked
is if Fame had given the town the
goby Then fate begun working for
Crown Point

The Illinois Legislature passed the
law that people divorced in Illinois
could not remarry within one year
It is sad but true that divorced peo-

ple generally wish to remarry and
usually without waiting a day
alone a year So naturally people in
Chleago and northern Illinois genural
ly who are divorced and wish to re-
marry within a year must go to some
State that has more liberal Jaws on
the subject Of all these States In
diana is the most agreeable

As the license must be given
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taro of engineers and a tfer-
gcant escaped with comparatively
slight Injuries-
In the experimental trials of the

balloon sections balloons have
often been struck by electrical dis-
charges A very exciting ease of this
kind occurred en May S 1996 at Hur
laeh south of Jtlosfer Ledfeld in the
Bavarian balloon troops

First Lieutenant lifter in charge of
a balloon found himself at about 6
p m at a height of About 2fiOQ feet
when a heavy black cloud appeared-
on the horizon the approach which
caused tho mon at the telephone and
the capstan to experience electric
shook The Qfflqor in charge decided
to the balloon down to the
ground 03 quickly as possible but it

too
In midst of the perpanxtions to

sheet Its descent a abort sharp thun-
der slap was heard and ef
horses of the balloon wagon

lightning had struck balloon
and set cover on tire In a minute
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I PAPA IK PURSUIT
a seat then pt aq psekj
dsnnty seat In Indiana tHat Js
to and

all those lorlng se wHe wish
to marry and who are under the ban
f their own State That town

ta be Crown Point the
of Lake county Indiana the lats
Gretna Green and only genuine home
ef Cupid Esff

Sl-

Gaic EmFramed IVltlx Tea
Lake county Indiana has the

mecca for eloping couples for several
years Lake county Indiana la the
original place where marriage licensee
wepe onee so oommon that they gave
one all nicely framed with every pound
of tea Everywhere else in the United
States of America there Is only one
pJaee in each county whether In Maine
or Texas where marriage licenses
be Is the county setBut in Lake county marriage licenses
could be secured not only In Crewn
Point the county seat but at Ham
mend which is the prosperous baili-
wick abounding and abutting on the
Illinois line and only a short spin

automobile from South Chicago
Licenses were so common In Lane
county that elopers generally wont
there the that they
could buy them of the candy
on the cars when the train crossed tfc
county line

Two Marriage License Centers
How Lake county came two

marriage license dispensaries came
about in a peculiar manner County
Clerk Harold H Wheeler of Lake
county has held that offlee for nine
years although he has been connected
with the county clerks office In other
capacities since the memory of man
runneth not to the contrary County
Clerk Wheeler was made also clerk of
the superior court of Indiana whop a
branch of Vhat tribunal vag establish-
ed In Hammond

Being part of his tin each day at

near
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the burning material fell to the ground
Lieutenant Hlller in the burning mass

The men came to his assistance so
quickly that he Buffered no injurjffrom
thu fire but hl left log and Ma right
ankle were broken and he suffered a

concussion After a long siege in
the hospital ha recovered Three of the
mn standing baloxv were also struck
and had marks on theJr or the
soles of feet similar to the ef-
fect of small caliber bnllcts They
too reoovered

These accidents have suggested the
for protecting captive

with special Ifghtnlns conductors
connecting the iron parts with the
cable and leading to earth from the
capstan

has happened that felt
weather a nub of lightning been
discharged from a passing heavy
ojoud A a rule are not

In threatening weather and this
matter woujd have no interest

It not forithe fact that captive
balloons no form part of near

nee ty
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MARRIED IN FLYING AUTO

y all expositions or outdpor entertain-
ments for the public and opportunity Is
generally given tb make asc inslons-

0n these occasions owing to the lack
of proper precautions accidents often
occur The principal societies which
take an interest in and encourage this
form of sport take precautions to
avoid accidents but Irresponsible per-
sons having battens In charge are very
apt to neglect them

The question ef the danger from
lightning experienced by ya free bal-
loon has become a very serious one
owing to the number of aacen-
slons made nowadays a number which
Is continually increasing year by year

The earliest record of an aeronauts
experience in a thunder storm is that
of the French scientist Testu Brassy
On May Jl J78 while studying the
electrical condition of the atmosphere
this experimenter made an elevenhour
rtlght Journey and remained for three
hours In thunder clouds conducting his

He noticed several
on the iron points of the basket the

great

¬

¬

writers cramp filling in the record
blanks In the mar ig f Means book
A night shift had to be put on and the
office was never closed

The and Justices of the
peace at Hammond did a big business
marrying elopers but the more money
they mad the mere eager they became
and in striving to become Napoleons
of finance otft of the marriage bust
ncsa they thereby killed the goose that
laid the golden egg

They employed runners to on the
trolley erfrs from South Chicago and

alnlst Ta

ride

wellknown ef St Elpios
fire

John Wise the ne ted American bal-
loonist gives an exciting daaorlptlon
of his experiences in a during
an ascent made en Jun 17 IMS The
balloon as it under a biaok
cloths began to rotate and to ascend
rapidly On entering the aloud Wise
experienced sensation of suffocating
and had repeated aWaeks of vomiting

Jn consequence Qt the great cold the
ropes were covered ice and snow
fen 5he balloon was whirred about
and rose rapidly roaring noise like
those of a cataract resounding In
air The was alternately-
up ind down several times with great
rapidity After about twenty minutes-
it was finally thrown Out of the cloud

Captain of the German
army lied a similar experience when
he made an ascent en June 7 J802 with
the director of the photographic

of the TechnleaJ
Charlottesbwrg Prof Mletbe At

6 0 P m near Falkonberg the bal
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to meet all Incemjng automobile and
trains at Hammond

Runners Spoiled Industry
Couples who had been married any-

where from one to fifty years were
naturally pleased to be hustled
around by the marriage runners
there was a treat deal of complaint
Finally one staid old couple who were
only a few days from the celebration

ot their silver wedding became very
angry at toeing publicly mobbed one
day by runners three men and a
woman all acting for various preach-
ers and justices The woman runner
became eo excited that she yanked a
handful of hair out of the head of one
of the and in the meleo
the dignified silver wedding couple
were all mussed uP

Their Indignation was so great that
thy stirred up the public wrath of
Hammond County Clerk Wheeler
listened to the hue and cry and then
came over to Hammond and sent
around word to the preachers and Jus-
tlsea that they must be less strenuous
In sollaltinsr marriage business Never-
theless they went on Just the same
and finally there was so much scandal
over the matter that Clerk Wheeler
packed in the marriage
bureau Department in the superior
court bulldlqg at Hammond and sent
them over to Crown Point Since then
Crown Point had a monopoly of the
marriage industry In Lake county

600 Weddings This Year
Justice of the Peace Nicholson is

QUO of the captains of Industry in the
marriage business of Crown Point
ills offtce Is Just across the street
from tha front doer of the courthouse-
As the happy couple step out into
sunlight from the dark corridors of
the courthouse they stop a rna
ment to scan the precious document
that the county clerk has just given
them As they raise their eyes of
course they look fondly at each other
Then the gro mtflbe smiles happily
and says Now the next thing is to
and a Justice or a preacher

They start down the steps and nat
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TOWED HOME BY VAN CUPID

iirally their eyes being fixed straight
ahead fall upon the large gilt sign

JVhether Justice of the Peace Nloh-
otfcon gets his share of the marriage
business at Crown Point or not can
be told by the recital of the fact that
since the first day of last January he
has mauled over 500 couples

Justice of the Peace Nicholsons
docket is very interesting He runs
his finger down column after column

of-
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loon had out but to avoid
injuring the cultivated fields a landing
was not effected The balloon soon
reached NlederFJnow and then the
forest af Llepe but no good landing
pined was found

Ballast was thrown out and the bal
loon rose a few hundred yards and en
tered an apparently harmless Jow
lying cloud Suddenly the balloon be
gnu to rise very rapidly and a peculiar
rushing noise became audible as if
there were a waterfall down below In
the woods

Hall fell Into the basket from all
sides Three times the balloon was

rapidly from a height of about
400 yards to 2400 yards and down
again The towline stood out straight
nearly on level with the basket and
the latter was thrown about zo vio-
lently that the Inmates had to hold on
with both hands The storm itself
forced the gas out of the ventilator at
arapld rate so that opening the van

had no effect t

Little lightning noticed but the

hurled

a
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of names in ills reuurds and mentions
Interesting details of the various ro
mances wound arowad every name In-

scribed there
Heres Plerson W Jennings and

Mary A Cody says Justice Niehol
eon stopping his finger on these
names He was seventyfive and she
was fiftyfive She Is niece of Buf-
falo Bill and bad been married five
times previous to her marriage with
Jennings Three of her former hus-
bands died and she was divorced from
the other two

Her Joe Howard and Mabel Bar
risen You know them Actor people
They thought they stolid get a mar-
riage license at Hammond but the
bureau there had been moved the day
before They didnt care though
They were In a fig touring ear and
they came right over UT Crown Point

There are a let ef other interesting
mines In the book among them

George w L derer now manager-
of the Colonial Theater Chicago who
married Miss Irene Davis an actress

Special Cirk for Licenses
Justice of the Peace George Fisher

has a little the advantage of the mar
ryjnsr preachers and Justices of the
peace at drown Polat Ha was ap-
pointed marriage license deputy to

over the license bureau jlr
Fisher wears no sign and the happy
elopers do net know he is a full
fledged Justice of the peace

But even at that Mr Fisher has
not done so badly He tied to
gether for Better for worse come
weal or come woe over Me fond
couples siuce last Jntury

Justice Fishers most uai e experi-
ence happened last fan A young
couple from Chicago eajna fa an
automobile to Ret married They got
their lieepse and43trt d the front
door of the courthouse whn the bride
saw her very angry papa dnnltteK down
the middle of the tyeat

The bride and brMapoeai turned
and lied out of the rear Goer of the
courthouse and Justice Ftaher put
them into their automobile and got in
himself tp show them the road out
of town Father saw the fugitives
and gave chase In his wagon
As the elopers machine along
Justice Fi br talked with the young
couple The girl w over twenty the

oung man was tweatyConr and Jus-
tice wisher couldnt see whf they
didnt have a right to marry if they
wanted to

fc i
Married In Flying Motor far
Why not get married before i c

catches p the gttHant V
Fisher

Why if we step to get f arrle4 Jt

course hell cat us walled the
Then de not slop said Mr Fisher

Marry on the top speed
But who will marry per
I will the heroic Mr Fisher

in beautiful tenor tones
Your grasped the girl Ob please

dont fun of us This is too
terrible How can you merry us

By the right dear lady tmth
the affable and alwaysr a4ytoasslst-
beautylndlstress Mr Fisher by the
right vested in me under the laws of
the sovereign State of Indiana I am
Justice of the pea 3 I will save you

Papas automobile was so dose that
of the things pap said could be

heard and eve nthe hardened
chauffeur of the elopers grew
shocked and horrIfied Mr Fisher
stood up as well he could In the
tonneau the couple the rear
seat of the machine

Join hands he said simply
reared papa drawing along-

side
You take this young woman to be

wedded wife saW Mr Flaher
speaking at the rate of MO words a

And you take this man to
be hJsband

The machines had been Wis d to
come to a full atop and charged

and reached for his darling

But with a majestic wave f his hand
right in Justice of the
Peace Fisher in Impressive tones said
When by virtue of the power vested

In me by the State of Indiana I pro
nonncti you man and wife Stung

Tho man nd wife part was for
the bride arfS groom stung
was for papa
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thunder was continuous and loud
After about thirty minutes judging
from the barograph curves the bal
loon left the region of the thunder
cloud and fell at a rate of about thir
tyfour and a half a second to
tho earth It alighted In tine top of an
old beech tree and remained there
Prof Mlethe was let down by th rope
and brought people from LJope in a
wagon and with their asatettice the
balloon was lowered to the ground

Balloons have often boon in
clouds heavily charged with elec

tricity and sparks have been noticed
on the iron or the writing lever of
the barograph but no effect like a
lightning has over been ex-
perienced In free balloons-

It a question whether a
balloon which suddenly fled
in a elena can be
lightning In general it may as

is Impossible since the
outer nurfacQ of the balloon always

potential of
air consequently a Ha i

of the th di
ference of potential between two
masses cannot occur
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